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Gas Rationing

(Continued from Page 17)
cure fish for sale or processing),
he will be given a maximum of
gasoline as determined by the fol-
lowing formula:

If the craft is an inboard motor
boat, the manufacturer’s rated
horsepower of the engine or en-
gines 1s multiplied by two, which
will give the number of gallons
of gasoline to which the boat
owner 1s entitled, but in no event
will he be given more than 125
gallons, For the owner of an
outboard motor, the rated horse-
power 1s multiplied by two and a
half, with 20 gallons being the
maximum allowed.

The board will issue a book of
coupons for a three-month pe-
riod for such non-occupational
purposes containing enough cou-
pons for the gallons allotted.

Where a motor boat is to be
used solely for occupational (com-
mercial) purposes, the board will
1Issue enough gasoline to take care
of 1ts needs.

Special rations will be 1ssued to
permit operation of a motor boat
in certain cases such as medical
cases or for the procurement of
food, etc.

Boat owners must bend their
habits to conform to the new or-
der of things. It is not necessary
to be “continually on the go” to
enjov your boat. For fishermen
particularly it is not necessary
to be on the move, and better luck
may be had more often than not
by anchoring and waiting for the
fish to come to the bait.

Pittman-Robertson
Funds Held For
Game Land Purchase

By M. D. LEWIS

Pittman-Robertson is the com-
mon term used to Iidentify “an
Act to provide that the United
States shall aid the states in wild-
life restoration projects and for
other purposes’”, and most people
know that Pittman - Robertson
funds are made available to the
federal government by a 10 per-
cent tax on all sporting arms and
ammunitions. Allotments from
this fund are made to the states
each year by Congress.

There 1s at the present time a
rather large balance in this fund
in the federal treasury, but with
a marked reduction in returns al-
ready noticeable and a much
greater reduction in revenue ex-
pected, it is wise to retain this
balance to insure the continuance
of this program in the future.

Funds received under this act

cannot be used for purposes other
than those stated in the act. For-|
ty-six out of the 48 states are re-
ceiving Pittman-Robertson funds,

| that should

the amount each receives depend-

“Easy On That Gas,

It's Rationed”

To obtain gas for his motor boat, the owner may go to his local war price and ration-

ing board and apply for a "non-highway

ration of gasoline for operating his craft.

ing on its area and the number
of hunting licenses sold. For any
state to participate, certain co-
operative state legislation must
be passed, and Iowa, having com-
plied with all requirements, has
been receiving its share of the
funds since 1938. Slowly but
surely a program of game land
acquisition and development has
been in progress in Iowa since the
beginning of Pittman-Robertson
activities. It i1s the plan of the
Federal Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice, as well as the State Conser-
vation Commission, to continue
the land acquisition program; and
although the federal allotments
may be reduced during the emer-
gency, there is good reason to be-
lieve that some funds will con-
tinue to be available for the pur-
chase of new areas.

Acquisition of game land is not
made until after careful study of
the area by the Conservation Com-
mission and the Federal Fish and
Wildlife Service. Competent fed-
eral appraisers make a survey
and appraisal of the area before
the Commission proceeds with ac-
quirement. The matter of loca-
tion of these areas i1s very impor-
tant, and naturally the best are
considered for acquisition first.
At the same time, it 1s the policy
wherever possible to scatter these

projects over the state, and 1t is
and will continue to be the policy
of the Commission to follow the
recommendations of the 25 Year)|
Conservation Plan for Iowa in the |
location of wildlife areas. The
ultimate goal is to have at least
one Pittman-Robertson project in
each county, a goal when reached
iIn a large measure
solve many game problems in the
state.

The acquirement of waste and
marginal lands will continue as
funds are available under this
program, Many areas will come
under state control and be ready
for an Intensive game land de-
velopment program after the war.

Practically all development on
state areas has ceased for the du-
ration, but when again resumed

—

1s likely to be one of the major
programs of the Commission,
Plans are now being made for
later development of these areas
so that the highest game popula-
tions possible may be produced
and maintained. This is common
sense “game insurance’’,

If Pittman-Robertson projects,
game areas, game refuges, public
shooting grounds, state parks,
and better lake and stream con-
ditions make possible greater en-
joyment of the return to sanity
and peace for ourselves and our
returned soldiers, the State Con-
servation Commission will enjoy
the fulfillment of a public trust.
When the war has been won and
peace has again come, we know
that Iowa will be a better place
in which to live, work, and to
enjoy all forms of outdoor recre-
ation.

The following total acreage and
costs have received the approval
of the Secretary of the Interior,
the Federal Fish and Wildlife
service, and the State Conserva-
tion Commission. Other Pittman-
Robertson projects are now in the
process of completion and will be
reported when final federal ap-
proval is received.

Other land acquisition projects
not included in the Pittman-Rob-
ertson program have been com-
pleted in Iowa during 1942 in the
Commission’s land acquisition
program.

The following land acquire-
ments have been made possible
by Pittman-Robertson during the
1942 calendar year:

Name of Area County Acres Cost
Goose Lake Kossuth 39 > 988.4%5
Warren County Warren 323 11,000.00
Mt. Ayr Ringgold 769 17,376.75
Ventura Marsh Cerro Gordo & Hancock 326 13,459 31
Klum Lake . Louisa 1,051 23 250.00
Barringer's Slough (balance of area) Clay 510 24 511.8(
Dunbar Slough Greene 240 11,045.00
B A e e st el e I 3,258 $101,631.31

Pittman-Robertson is the common term used to identify “an Act to provide that the
United States shall aid the states in wildlife restoration projects.”
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Project No. 496, lowa Co-operative Wildlife
Research Union, lowa State College
Ames, lowa
By WARD E. STEVENS,

Research Assistant, and
GEORGE 0. HENDRICKS5ON,
Project Leader
Fall field studies were contin-

ued in the lake region of Clay and
Palo Alto counties near Ruthven
until December 10, 1942. Water-
fowl migration and waterfowl
utilization by hunters were
phases particularly investigated.
Below are given the migration
data for the waterfowl species In
the Ruthven area (Table 1).

the |

Lake. Of the estimated 1,030 hunt-
ers, 490 were at the Outlet, 420
at the Round-Trumbull Lake area
and 120 at other places.

In questioning 175 successful
| hunters five types of hunting
were designated: marsh hunting;
hunting with the use of decoys;
pass shooting; cornfield shooting;
and jump-shooting and shore-
walking (Table 2). The first two
types were most common at the
Outlet as given by 7 percent and
68 percent, respectively, of the
total of hunters tabulated. Pass
shooting, employed in the Round

Lake wvicinity, was used by 21
percent of those taking to the
field,

The 175 successful hunters shot
606 ducks of which 105 were lost.
Excluding losses a successful
hunter averaged 2.86 birds a day.
Since about 40 percent of the es-
timated 1,030 hunters were suc-
cessful, probably a total of 412

gunners got 1,425 waterfowl of
which 1,178 were picked

up

TABLE 1. WATERFOWL MIGRATION DATA. RUTHVEN AREA, FALL, 1942

Species First Seen Peak Last Seen Total Seen
Canada goose “Sept, 24  Oct. 8-15 Nov. 7 1,000
Snow goose Oct. 20 Nov, 9-16 Nov. 23 800
Blue goose Oct, 25 Nov. B-15 Nov. 23 00
Mallard SR* N¢ 15-25 Dec. 1 145,000
Pintail SR Oct. 20-25 Nov. 20 5.000
Gadwall Oct. 20 Oct. 20-25 Oct. 31 1,000
Shoveller SR Oct 5-22 Nov. 24 1,700

lack duck Oct. 7 Nov. 15-21 Dec. 3 400
Wood duck SR Oct. 8-15 Nov. 14 600
Blue-winged teal Sk Sept. 15-25 lov. 28 1,000
Green-winged teal Oct 2 No 15-22 Dec. 8 2,000
Baldpate Oct, B Oct. 20-25 Nov. 4 1,500
Redhead SR Oct. 21-27 Nov, 3 800
Canvas-back Sept. 27 Nov. 2-9 Nov. 25 2,000
Lesser scaup Oct, 8 Nov. 6-12 Nov. 2 25,000
Ring-necked duck . . Oct. B Oct. 23-29 Nov. 10 200
American golden-eye Nov. 20 Nov. 23 Nov. 23 50
Buffle-head Nov. 4 Nov. 7-14 Nov. 24 300
American eider .Oct. 30 Oct. 30 10
Ruddy duck SR Nov. 1-10 Nov. 24 800
Coot \ AR AT e el SR Oct. 8-15 Nov. 23 17,000
" % SR—Summer Residents. = =

Fluctuations in the numbers of | About 9 percent of the hunters

migratory waterfowl appeared to

be closely correlated with periods |
Greatest |

of adverse weather.
waterfow]l concentrations and
most accelerated waterfowl move-
movemenis were noted after

storms which swept across the re- |

gion in late September, late Oc-
tober, and early and late Novem-
ber.

The 70-day duck season opened

in Towa on October 15 and ex-
tended until December 23. The

total number of cars at the hunt-
ing areas was 656 and a sample
of more than 100 cars showed 1.57
hunters to a car. On this basis it
was estimated that at least 1,030
hunters visited the area in the
season.

Most of the hunting was done

on two parts of the area. The
first was a large state-owned
slough area below Lost Island

Lake. known locally as the Out-
let. and the second was a flyway
between Round Lake, which is a
refuge,

wildlife and Trumbull

used retrieving dogs.

Of the birds shot the mallard
was the most abundant and made
up 455 percent of the bag, the
lesser scaup 19.4 percent, the gad-
wall 6.2 percent, and the shoveller
and green-winged teal each 3.1
percent. The remaining 11.4 per-
cent was composed of 11 differ-
ent species, notably the baldpate,
canvas - back and blue - winged
| teal. Four American eiders were
taken at Trumbull Lake, one of

which was examined closely by
Stevens and Conservation Officer
Severson.

Next to hunting and crippling
the important mortality
encountered was caused by lead
|pnic:;nning. After the storm of
November 25 all of the slough
areas froze and only Round Lake
had open water in a small hole

kept open by a spring at the mid-
| dle of the lake. All of the healthy
birds left at this time and there-
after only sick ones remained,
The majority of the sick birds

losses,

Hunters Have Heavy Take at Ruthven

In the Ruthven area 175

were |ost.

were mallards, with some green-
winged teal, two black ducks and
several coots. In all
on Round Lake succumbed to
lead poisoning or crippling. Post
mortem examination of 36 birds
revealed lead shot in the gizzards
of most of them, accompanied by
typical diagnostic symptoms of a
lead-poisoned condition.

Twenty-six live ducks were
picked up, confined and treated
with magnesium sulphate solution
in an effort to render the me-
tallic lead in the gizzard insoluble.
Most of the birds were too far
gone to show any improvement
and died shortly thereafter. Sick
and crippled ducks were preyed
upon by mink, weasels, and foxes;
crows and gulls were seen eating
the dead birds.

The Ruthven area in the hunt-
ing season, 1942, had fewer ducks
and fewer hunters than in 1941,
according to reports of local

successful hunt

140 ducks

ers questioned shot 606 ducks, of which 105

Good Sport Al;Iead

It is interesting to note that
revenue from hunting, {ishing
'and trapping licenses increased

to new highs in Iowa last year.
Sportsmen seem fully agreed that
the levy to protect and improve
their hunting and fishing is being
properly handled and is producing
desirable results. Under the In-
telligent supervision now being
| exercised, there is reason to ex-
| pect that both hunting and fish-
|ing will improve and be extended
' far into the future, instead of end-
| ing with exhaustion of game and
' fish which seemed likely not so
many years ago. — Sioux City
Tribune Journal.

effective waterfowl hunting.
Water levels remained very good
throughout the autumn and kept
most of the pot-holes and small
sloughs open and available to the

sportsmen and Conservation Offi- birds. Round, Lost Island and
cer Severson. Weather condi-|Silver Lakes were the sites of
tions were generally too open for| large waterfowl concentrations.
e " TABLE 2. HUNTING SUCCESS BY TYPE OF HUNTING

Type of Total Birds recovered Birds Lost

Hunting Shot  Number Percent Number Percent
Marsh N 38 22 60 16 42
Decoy e L .518 439 B5 79 15
Pass ... 40 34 85 (3 15
Cornfield . 0 0 0 0 0
Jump-shooting 10 6 60 4 40

Totals . 606 501 105

Of the successful hunters 148 were classified with regard to ex-
perience in hunting (Table 3).

TABLE 3. HUNTING SUCCESS BY EXPERIENCE CLASS OF HUNTER.
Experience “Percent Total ~ Percent of Percent
Class Number of Hunters Bag Bag of Loss
Novice 13 9 18 4 9
Average 93 63 242 49 61
Veteran 42 28 233 47 30

Totall <aees 148 493
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